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NOTE:  The Star Award is created to be done independently and after school hours.  This is a supplement to the regular Alabama History curriculum.  It is for students who wish to do extra work over and above what is required during school.


AWARD INFORMATION

The jazz standard, “Stars Fell on Alabama,” was inspired by a Leonid meteor shower clearly visible in Huntsville on the night of November 12-13, 1833 which startled and even alarmed many people there.  Having never seen such a spectacle, many thought that the end of the world was at hand.  Instead, it was a predictable and natural phenomenon of awesome proportion.  Like astronomers who can predict and calculate future meteor showers, FEEF predicts that enhancing the educational experience for Fairhope’s young people will lead to amazing results!  
What is the Alabama Star Award?
The Alabama Academic Award is sponsored by the Fairhope Educational Enrichment Foundation (FEEF) to provide a fun, challenging way to learn more about our state.  Students must provide written responses to questions in the following categories:

Alabama Geography (30 points) 

Alabama Government (20 points)

Alabama History (40  points)

Alabama Book Report (30  points)

120 points are possible.  A total of 110 points must be earned in order to receive the award.

Students must complete one entire section of the packet in order to be evaluated.
Who is eligible?

Any 4th grade Fairhope public school student is eligible for this award!

Where can I find the answers?
Most of the answers can be found in your Alabama History textbook. You can also use the internet, especially the  Alabama Department of History and Archives website -  www.archives.state.al.us .

When can I submit my responses to earn the award? 
Completed responses must be submitted in writing to a FEEF representative on any of the following dates, but no later than April 15, 2011.  You must have your packet to be tested.  You must have one entire section complete to be tested.  FEEF representatives will be available at your school at during break on:

Friday, September 30, 2011


Friday, October 21, 2011
Friday, November 18, 2011
Friday, December 9, 2011
Friday, January 21, 2012
Friday, February 17, 2012
Friday, March 16, 2012
Friday, April 20, 2012
What happens if my answers are incorrect?

Incorrect answers will be noted and students may make corrections prior to the next evaluation date.  Because there will not be the opportunity to make corrections after the April evaluation, it is advisable to submit answers throughout the year, rather than waiting for the last evaluation date.

When is the award given?
Students who have completed the questions and/or tasks will be honored and presented with the Alabama Academic Award on awards’ day at the end of school.  Recipients will also have their picture submitted to the local newspapers. 
 Questions?  Contact-FEEF at 990-FEEF(3333) or email: info@feefonline.org

Alabama Geography  (30 pts. - 3 pts. each)
Directions:  Answer the following questions on this packet or on your own paper.
1. The word Alabama comes from an Indian word “Alibamu.”  What does it mean?

2. Name the four states that border Alabama:

North –
South –

East –

West –

3. There are five major geographic regions of Alabama.  Name each region and give a  brief description of each. 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

4. What is the Fall Line?
5. What is the Black Belt?

6. Alabama has a rich system of rivers.  Name three major Alabama rivers.

                   
1.





2.



3.

7. What is the highest point of elevation in Alabama?

8. What is the lowest point?
9. List several natural resources found in Alabama.

10. What is the capital of Alabama?

Alabama History (40 pts. – 2 pts. each)
Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers may be handwritten on looseleaf paper or typed.  Please attach them to the packet. Hint: most of these answers can be found in your textbook.
1. Who were the first Europeans to explore the interior of Alabama and who was their leader?

2. The French were the first Europeans to explore the coast of Alabama.  Name the two French brothers who founded Mobile at its present location in 1711.
3. Who were the cassette girls?

4. Name the four distinct Indian nations present in Alabama by the late 1500’s.

5. Describe Indian culture in Alabama.  For example, you might include how they got food, what kinds of houses they lived in, what their religion was like. Give the page in your textbook.
6. When did Alabama become a state?
7. What was the Creek War?
8. What was the Trail of Tears?

9. In the 1800’s most plantations in Alabama thrived on one main crop.  What was it?
10. Who was the only Vice-President of the United States to ever come from Alabama?

11. Alabama joined the side of the Confederacy in the Civil War.  Where was the first capital of the Confederacy?  Who was the President of the Confederacy?
12. Who fought in the Battle of Mobile Bay and who won?
13. What was the Thirteenth Amendment?

14. What were Jim Crow laws?
15. How many Alabamians lost their lives during World War I?  How did they die?

16. The Bankhead Tunnel was a project of the WPA.  What was the WPA?  When was the tunnel completed? How much did it cost to build?

17. What was life like in Alabama during World War II?  In your answer explain rationing and “black-outs.” Give the page(s) in your textbook on which you found this answer.

18. Who was George Wallace and why is he important to Alabama History?

19. Who was Rosa Parks and why is she important to Alabama History?
20.  Who was Dr. Wernher von Braun and why is he important to Alabama History?
Alabama Government (20 pts. – 2 pts. each)

Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers may be handwritten on looseleaf paper or typed.  Please attach them to the packet. 

1. List the three branches of government and describe the job of each specific branch.

1.

2.

3. 

2. A governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general, auditor, and commissioners make up what branch of government?_______________________________________

3. The 35-member Senate and the 105-member House of Representative make up what branch of government?________________________________________________________________________

4. The Supreme Court, Court of Civil Appeals, Court of Criminal Appeals, Circuit Courts, District Courts, Probate Courts and Municipal Courts make up what branch of government?_____________________

5. What is the name of Alabama’s Governor?_______________________________________________


6. What is the name of the person who represents you in the State of Alabama 

House of Representatives? ____________________________________________________________
7. Who represents you in the State of Alabama Senate?_______________________________________





8. In what year was the current Alabama constitution adopted?  What makes the 


Alabama constitution unusual? (There are several correct answers to what  makes 

the constitution unusual.)

9. Name the two Senators who represent Alabama in the United States Senate.

_____________________________________________________________

            _____________________________________________________________

10. Who is your representative in the United States House of Representatives?

_______________________________________________________________

Historical Fiction Book Report
Directions:  Choose one of the books on the list. Read the book and write a report using the following format.  Book reports must be written in complete sentences and in paragraph form.  Each paragraph must include at least 3 complete sentences. This book report is worth 30 points.  
· Paragraph 1 should include the book title, author, setting, and a brief description of the main character or characters.

· Paragraph 2 should include a brief summary of the plot of the book – what happened in the story.  

· Paragraph 3 is your personal opinion of the book.  Did you like the book?  Why or why not?  Would you recommend it to a friend?  Why or why not?
BOOK LIST:  Your school library should have a copy of each book.
Run Away Home by Patricia C. McKissack

George Washington Carver: Man’s Slave Bcomes God’s Scientist by David Collins

Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Miller

Walking to the Bus-Rider Blues by Harriette Gillem Robinet
Name______________________________________Teacher Name__________________________
AWARD SCORES
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	Points Earned
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	Alabama Geography 

(30 possible points)

	
	
	

	Alabama History 

(40 possible points)
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(20 possible points)

	
	
	

	Alabama Book Report
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	TOTAL POINTS 

(120 possible points)
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